SPH 3U

PHYSICS REFERENCE SHEET #4 

Rounding

· it is often necessary to adjust the number of significant figures in a quantity, this is done by rounding the number

REMEMBER

· when the digit to the right of the one in question is a 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 leave the questioned digit as is.

ex.  34.3 m to 2 significant figures  = 34 m

· when the digit to the right of the one in question is a 6, 7, 8, or 9 increase the questioned digit’s value by 1.

ex.  34.7 m to 2 significant figures = 35 m

· when the digit to the right of the one in question is a 5 and the questioned digit is even, leave the questioned digit as is.

ex.  34.5 m to 2 significant figures = 34 m

· when the digit to the right of the one in question is a 5 and the questioned digit is odd, increase the questioned digit’s value by 1.

ex.  35.5 m to 2 significant figures = 36 m

Reference Sheet #4 – Practice

Round each of the following to 2 significant digits.

a) 3.125 m

b) 3.25 m

c) 3.35 m

d) 3.55 m

e) 3.350 000 01 m

f) 2.301 m

g) 670 m

h) 1.21 s

i) 8.99 g

j) 990 s










