USING THE MICROSCOPE

NAME:  ______________

DATE:  __________________


PREPARING AND EXAMINING A WET MOUNT

1. Obtain a slide with a letter from the teacher.

2. Centre your slide on the stage so that the letter is in a reading position (right side up).

3. Click the low power objective into place, while looking from the side.

4. Looking from the side, raise the stage as far as it will go.

a) Why should you look from the side?

b) What adjustment will you use to move the stage?

5. Focus on the letter on low power only.

a) Draw the letter as it appears in the field of view (as you see it through the microscope).


b) How would you describe the orientation of the letter?

6. Move the slide to the left, to the right, backwards and forwards.

a) What can you say about the movement of the letter in the field of view?

7. Observe the wet mount as you change the diaphragm.   

a) What happens if there is too much light?

8. Adjust the diaphragm to give good contrast and lighting.  Make sure the specimen is clearly focussed and in the middle of the field of view.

a) Why must you centre the specimen before changing power?

9. Watching from the side, switch to medium power and focus using the fine adjustment knob.

a) Draw the letter as you now see it.


b) Why do you never use the coarse adjustment knob past low power?

10. Focus on the image in high power.

a) Draw the letter as it now appears.


b) What happens to the field of view as you move to higher powers?

c) How does the brightness of the field of view compare under high and low power?

